and then again, about a century later, by Tacitus.3 Each of them probably had reasons of his own for making the claim: Strabo maybe supporting a line opposed to the invasion; Tacitus wishing to aggrandize later campaigns.4 But Caesar's achievement, in fact, is likely to have been both significant and enduring. The technical and legal terms-such as deditio (capitulation) and vectigal (impost)-employed by him in his report on the conditions of surrender of the Britons, imply that a British province was possibly in the first stages of being formed.5 To be sure, treaties had been drawn up, hostages taken, and the tribute that was imposed was in all likelihood paid. There is no reason to doubt that these agreements lasted at least until political changes in Britain had taken place, well into Augustus' reign. For those emperors who sought it, Caesar had made available 'legitimate' claim over Britain.
Regarding Augustus and Tiberius, Tacitus says: 'and even when there was peace [i.e. from civil war], there was a long oblivion of Britain. Augustus called it policy (consilium), Tiberius-a received precept (praeceptum).'6 It may be understood from this statement that the first two emperors did not want to invade Britain. Yet Tacitus' zeal for the acquisition of Britain is given away all too clearly throughout the Agricola, where he parades the exploits of his father-in-law on the northern parts of the island, and reproves all previous governors of the province who failed to pursue expansion before him.7 At least with regard to Augustus, it has to be assumed that Tacitus in fact criticizes the reality after the death of the princeps, rather than his actual intents during his lifetime. Literary evidence suggests that Augustus may very well have been on his way to invade Britain more than once.
Dio mentions three instances, in the early 20s BCE, when Octavian/Augustus initiated a campaign against Britain.8 In the first attempt, interrupted by unrest in Dalmatia, Octavian is said to have wanted to emulate his father. Diplomacy was ultimately preferred in the later attempts. Of course, Augustus' expansionist ambitions and familiarity with Gaul would have made the consideration of
